The Legal Baseline: Your Right to a Safe Workplace

While OSHA has no specific mold standard, federal law mandates
protection from recognized moisture hazards. ‘ d E ]
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OSH Act Section 5(a)(1) -
The General Duty Clause T e
Hazard Triggers |
Employers must provide a
workplace free from recognized
, hazards that cause, or are likely to
. “ . | cause, death or serious physical harm.
Unrepaired Leaks Poor Ventilation Poor Ventilation Visible Growth
Plumbing or roof leaks provide Poorly maintained HVAC Poorly maintained HVAC Visible indoor mold colonies
enough moisture for mold systems and ambient relative systems and ambient relative on structural or porous
growth within 24-43 hours. humidity exceeding 60%. humidity exceeding 60%. building materials.
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The Invisible Threat: Spotting Hidden Exposure Zones

Mold doesn't always look like fuzzy black patches; it hides in areas with poor airflow and chronic dampness.

HVAC Systems & Ductwork

Condensation on coils; clogged drip pans
distributing spores through vents
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The Ceiling Void

Top sides of acoustic ceiling
tiles hiding chronic roof leaks

Wall Cavities

Backsides of drywall or
wallpaper where pipe
condensation pools.

Crawl Spaces & Basements

Poorly sloped foundations causing
groundwater intrusion.

The Inspector’'s Senses
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Smell:

Persistent musty, earthy
odors indicating hidden
microbial growth.
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Sight:
Bubbling paint, warped

baseboards, and frequent

condensation on
windowpanes.
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The Diagnostic Matrix: Building Decay vs. Biological Impact

Tracing the progression of unchecked moisture from structural damage to human illness.

Building
Maintenance
\ Symptoms

Indicators

+ Persistent musty odors, rust on
pipes, water stains on acoustic
tiles, peeling paint.

A __Reqmred Actlon

the leak wﬂhin 24-48 hnurs |
before spores germinate.

Routine
Health

Effects

Indicators

« Stuffy nose, red/watery eyes,
skin rashes, chronic cough,
aggravation of asthma.

Impact Level
Affects the upper respiratory

- tract. _Symptnms _ﬂftenease _
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Severe
Systemic
Impacts

Indicators

« Systemic mycoses (e.g.,
invasive Aspergillosis), severe
tissue infections, cognitive
impairment.

Deep pulmonary infections.
Primarily endangers

or those with chronic lung
disease.

immunocompromised individuals
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The Action Protocol: Reporting Hazards Safely

When maintenance issues become safety hazards, follow this formal escalation path.

0 Document 0 Formal Internal 0 External
the Evidence Reporting Escalation
- Take date-stamped photos of - Submit written reports to HR - If ignored, file a formal
water damage or visible mold. or Facility Management. complaint with OSHA or

- Log recurring odors, leaks, - Pro-Tip: Ask a documented local health and safety
and specific health symptoms question: What is the timeline authorities.

tied to the building. to fix the moisture source and
confirm the area is safe?

Federal Law: It is strictly illegal for employers to retaliate
(fire, demote, or harass) against an employee for
raising safety concerns or filing an OSHA complaint.




